
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Council File 080012 – Amending the Agreement between the City of 
Milwaukee and the City of New Berlin for the purchase of water at wholesale  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by Leslie Silletti 
City of Milwaukee – Legislative Reference Bureau 
June 27, 2008 
Amended 7/22/08 and 7/23/08 
 
 
 
With special thanks for contributions from New Berlin Mayor Jack Chiovatero, New Berlin City Assessor Paul 
Koller, New Berlin Department of Community Development, and New Berlin Community Development 
Director Greg Kessler. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









Commute to Work 
 New Berlin Milwaukee 
Total Workforce 16+ Years 20,792 249,889
Alone via Car 88.8% 68.8%
Public Transportation 0.5% 10.3%
U.S. Census Bureau.  Census 2000.  SF3 
 
The Milwaukee County Transit Service (MCTS) does not provide any direct routes to New Berlin.  
Waukesha Metro Transit (WMT) operates 2 routes that offer transit connections between Milwaukee 
and New Berlin: Route 218 and Route 906.  Route 218, operated by Wisconsin Coach Lines, provides 
service from Brookfield Square shopping center to the New Berlin Industrial Park and makes 
connections with MCTS Route 10.  Persons transferring from MCTS Route 10 to WMT Route 218 
must pay $0.25 for transfers at Brookfield Square or the Industrial Park; regular fares apply for 
boarding at other stops.   
 
Waukesha Metro Route 906, the Mukwonago Milwaukee Express, operates from Mukwonago to 
downtown Milwaukee on Interstate-43 with stops in Big Bend and park-and-ride lots in New Berlin.  
There are 3 morning and 3 evening trips: Mukwonago to Milwaukee in the morning, and Milwaukee to 
Mukwonago in the evening.  There are 4 stops in Milwaukee, arriving in Milwaukee between 6:30 and 
8:00 a.m.: Wells St. and 3rd St., Wells and Jackson, Wisconsin and Cass, Michigan and Plankinton and 
Michigan and 4th St.  Persons transferring from an MCTS route receive a $0.50 reduction in fare. 1
 
In New Berlin’s Transportation Plan, prepared by Ruekert/Mielke in 2004 as an update to its 
comprehensive plan, it states that the city has determined that there is a need to continue the fixed 
route transit service, both MCTS and WMT, in the northeast section of the city because of the high 
employment and residential densities.  However, no specific plan has been identified for 
accomplishing this.2

 
Poverty Status 
 New Berlin Milwaukee 
 # % # % 
Families below poverty level 139 1.3% of total families 23,687  17.4% of total families
Individuals below poverty level  748 2.0% of total individuals 123,664 21.3% of total individuals
U.S. Census Bureau.  Census 2000.  SF3 
 
Economic profile of the community 
 
Municipal Tax Rates, per $1,000 of assessed property value 
 New Berlin Milwaukee 
2003 $5.78 $10.16 
2004 $5.87 $9.72 
2005 $4.93 $9.19 
2006 $5.05 $8.75 
2007 $5.25 $7.99 
2008 * $8.01 
*2007 tax rates are payable in 2008.  2008 rates will be established in 2008, and payable in 2009. 

                                                 
1 WaukeshaMetro.org, weblink http://www.waukeshametro.org/bus_routes_main.html, accessed June 20, 2008.  One-way 
adult cash fare listed as $1.75. 
2 City of New Berlin Transportation Plan, April, 2004. p. 22. 
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states that attached single-family housing may be considered as a transitional use between lower 
density residential uses and non-residential development and highway corridors.  The plan states the 
urban residential neighborhood offers an opportunity for more affordable housing to serve workers in 
the business parks.  
 
The Residential Estate category has a density not to exceed one dwelling per 2 acres.  The plan states 
that this designation will provide an opportunity for the City to allow this area to develop while 
maintaining a sense of rural character. 
 
The Suburban Residential category reflects the rural setting of the existing residential areas on the 
western half of the city, with lots averaging 35,000 square feet.  New development in this area may 
occur, according to the plan, as infill development, defined as the development of vacant lots within 
existing subdivisions, and not as expansions to existing subdivisions. 
 
The Country Residential category covers most of the western portion of the city, the primary land use 
being single-family detached homes.  The average density, according to the plan, is envisioned as one 
dwelling per 5 acres. 
 
Affordable Housing1

 
The City of New Berlin established a Housing Authority more than 20 years ago, and since the early 
1990’s the Waukesha Housing Authority has been operating and administering New Berlin’s 
affordable housing programs on New Berlin’s behalf.   
 
New Berlin provides approximately 75 to 100 units of affordable housing annually, and as of April 1, 
2008, ranked first second (corrected 7/23/08) in affordable housing units offered in Waukesha County 
at 80 units.  The Waukesha Housing Authority/City of New Berlin participates in the HUD Section 8 
Voucher Program. 
 
According to the Waukesha Housing Authority, as of April 1, 2008, housing counts for affordable 
housing were as follows: 
Brookfield: 45 Elm Grove: 1 Oconomowoc: 36 
Butler: 3 Hartland: 72 Okauchee: 1 
Delafield: 24 Menomonee Falls: 78 Pewaukee: 46 
Dousman: 4 Mukwonago: 40 Sussex: 50 
Dodge County: 1 Muskego: 33 Wales: 2 
Eagle: 2 Nashota: 5 Waukesha: 811 
 
New Berlin lists the following among its past accomplishments in providing affordable housing: 
 

• Supported Housing Revenue Bonds for 2 multi-family housing development projects: 
1. Appleglen – 128th and National Ave.; 80-unit apartment project. 
2. Pinewood Creek – 3300 S. Moorland Rd.; 199-unit apartment project. 

 
• Participates in the “HOME” Consortium whereby families and elderly households receive 

rental and first-time homebuyer assistance.  The HOME Consortium’s primary purpose is to 
 
                                                 
1 Excerpted from 5/8/08 memo from Gregory W. Kessler; full memo included as Attachment 6. 
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