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AMENDED 4/21/11- Item numbered #7 (File 101388) has been added.

1. 101495 Appointment of Juan Armentia Ordaz to the Business Improvement District Board No. 4 

(Mitchell Street) by the Mayor. (12th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Appointment Letter

Resume and Biogarphy Page

Hearing Notice List

Attachments:

2. 101494 Appointment of Amrit Patel to the Business Improvement District Board No. 4 (Mitchell 

Street) by the Mayor. (12th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Appointment Letter

Resume

Hearing Notice List

Attachments:

3. 101392 Appointment of Brian Burke to the Business Improvement District Board #16 (West 

North Avenue) by the Mayor. (10th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Appointment Letter

Resume

Hearing Notice List

Attachments:

4. 101226 Reappointment of Chris Hau to the Business Improvement District Board #16 (West 

North Avenue) by the Mayor. (4th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Reappointment Letter

Attendance Record

Hearing Notice List

Attachments:

Page 1 City of Milwaukee Printed on 4/21/2011



April 26, 2011COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
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5. 101497 Appointment of Richard Zirbel to the Business Improvement District Board No. 35 

(Kinnickinnic River) by the Mayor. (14th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Appointment Letter

Biogarpahy Page

Hearing Notice List

Attachments:

6. 101389 Appointment of Joseph Weirick to the Business Improvement District Board #15 

(Downtown Riverwalk) by the Mayor. (4th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Appointment Letter

Resume

Hearing Notice List

Attachments:

7. 101388 Reappointment of Debra Usinger to the Business Improvement District Board #15 

(Downtown Riverwalk) by the Mayor. (4th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Reappointment Letter

Bio Page

Attendance Record

Attachments:

8. 101546 Resolution authorizing expenditures related to Accessibility Improvements to the 

downtown Riverwalk system.

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Fiscal Impact Statement.docx

Hearing Notice LIst

Attachments:

9. 101375 Substitute resolution appropriating $250,000 from the Development Fund to Sweet 

Water Organics for economic development purposes, in the 14th Aldermanic District.

Sponsors: Ald. Zielinski and Ald. Bauman

Sweet Water Organics - Grow Zone Expansion & Operating Expenses

City wins grant to develop urban farms MJS article 3-9-2011.pdf

IBM Smarter Cities Challenge - Program Overview.pdf

Milwaukee perch on menu at Obama fundraiser MJS article 4-13-2011.pdf

Line Itemization for Sweetwater Organics Loan Proposal

TERM SHEET.doc

Proposal - Final 4-21.pdf

Hearing Notice List

Proposed Sub A

Attachments:

This meeting will be webcast live at www.milwaukee.gov/channel25.
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Members of the Common Council and its standing committees who are not members of this 

committee may attend this meeting to participate or to gather information.  Notice is given that 

this meeting may constitute a meeting of the Common Council or any of its standing committees, 

although they will not take any formal action at this meeting.

Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with 

disabilities through sign language interpreters or auxiliary aids.  For additional information or to 

request this service, contact the Council Services Division ADA Coordinator at 286-2998, 

(FAX)286-3456, (TDD)286-2025 or by writing to the Coordinator at Room 205, City Hall, 200 E. 

Wells Street, Milwaukee, WI  53202.

Limited parking for persons attending meetings in City Hall is available at reduced rates (5 hour 

limit) at the Milwaukee Center on the southwest corner of East Kilbourn and North Water 

Street.  Parking tickets must be validated in Room 205, (City Clerk's Office) or the first floor 

Information Booth in City Hall.

Persons engaged in lobbying as defined in s. 305-43-4 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances are 

required to register with the City Clerk's Office License Division.  Registered lobbyists appearing 

before a Common Council committee are required to identify themselves as such.  More 

information is available at www.milwaukee.gov/lobby.
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200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202City of Milwaukee

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 0101495

Status:Type: Appointment In Committee

File created: In control:3/23/2011 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

On agenda: Final action:

Effective date:

Title: Appointment of Juan Armentia Ordaz to the Business Improvement District Board No. 4 (Mitchell 
Street) by the Mayor. (12th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Indexes: APPOINTMENTS, BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 04

Attachments: Appointment Letter, Resume and Biogarphy Page, Hearing Notice List

Action ByDate Action ResultVer. Tally

ASSIGNED TOCOMMON COUNCIL3/23/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

Number
101495
Version
ORIGINAL
Reference

Sponsor
THE CHAIR
Title
Appointment of Juan Armentia Ordaz to the Business Improvement District Board No. 4 (Mitchell Street) by 
the Mayor. (12th Aldermanic District)
Drafter
Mayor
TB
3/23/11
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March 23, 2011 

 

 

 

To the Honorable, the Common Council 

  of the City of Milwaukee 

 

Honorable Members of the Common Council: 

 

I am pleased to make the following appointments to the Business Improvement District 

Board #4 (Historic Mitchell Street): 

 

Amrit N. Patel, Owner (replacing Jerry Lewis)     

A. P. Accounting, Inc. & A. P. Foods    

1023 West Historic Mitchell Street    

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204     

 

Juan Armentia Ordaz, Owner (replacing G. Eddie Paez) 

Las Palmas Western Apparel 

600 West Historic Mitchell Street 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204 

 

These appointments are pursuant to Section 66.1109 of the Wisconsin State Statutes and 

Common Council Files 890176 and 960578.  The terms will commence upon taking of 

the oath of office. 

 

I trust these appointments will have the approval of your Honorable Body. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tom Barrett 

Mayor 







NOTICES SENT TO FOR FILE : 101495 

 

NAME ADDRESS DATE NOTICE SENT 

Kim Montgomery Mayor’s office 4/20/11   

Nancy Bush  Nbush54604@aol.com 

 

x   
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200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202City of Milwaukee

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 0101494

Status:Type: Appointment In Committee

File created: In control:3/23/2011 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

On agenda: Final action:

Effective date:

Title: Appointment of Amrit Patel to the Business Improvement District Board No. 4 (Mitchell Street) by the 
Mayor. (12th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Indexes: APPOINTMENTS, BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 04

Attachments: Appointment Letter, Resume, Hearing Notice List

Action ByDate Action ResultVer. Tally

ASSIGNED TOCOMMON COUNCIL3/23/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

Number
101494
Version
ORIGINAL
Reference

Sponsor
THE CHAIR
Title
Appointment of Amrit Patel to the Business Improvement District Board No. 4 (Mitchell Street) by the Mayor. 
(12th Aldermanic District)
Drafter
Mayor
TB
3/23/11
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March 23, 2011 

 

 

 

To the Honorable, the Common Council 

  of the City of Milwaukee 

 

Honorable Members of the Common Council: 

 

I am pleased to make the following appointments to the Business Improvement District 

Board #4 (Historic Mitchell Street): 

 

Amrit N. Patel, Owner (replacing Jerry Lewis)     

A. P. Accounting, Inc. & A. P. Foods    

1023 West Historic Mitchell Street    

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204     

 

Juan Armentia Ordaz, Owner (replacing G. Eddie Paez) 

Las Palmas Western Apparel 

600 West Historic Mitchell Street 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204 

 

These appointments are pursuant to Section 66.1109 of the Wisconsin State Statutes and 

Common Council Files 890176 and 960578.  The terms will commence upon taking of 

the oath of office. 

 

I trust these appointments will have the approval of your Honorable Body. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tom Barrett 

Mayor 





NOTICES SENT TO FOR FILE : 101494 

 

NAME ADDRESS DATE NOTICE SENT 

Kim Montgomery Mayor’s office 4/20/11   

Nancy Bush  Nbush54604@aol.com 

 

x   
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200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202City of Milwaukee

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 0101392

Status:Type: Appointment In Committee

File created: In control:3/1/2011 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

On agenda: Final action:

Effective date:

Title: Appointment of Brian Burke to the Business Improvement District Board #16 (West North Avenue) by 
the Mayor. (10th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Indexes: APPOINTMENTS, BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 16

Attachments: Appointment Letter, Resume, Hearing Notice List

Action ByDate Action ResultVer. Tally

ASSIGNED TOCOMMON COUNCIL3/1/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

Number
101392
Version
ORIGINAL
Reference

Sponsor
THE CHAIR
Title
Appointment of Brian Burke to the Business Improvement District Board #16 (West North Avenue) by the 
Mayor. (10th Aldermanic District)
Drafter
Mayor
TB
3/1/11

City of Milwaukee Printed on 4/22/2011Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 1, 2011 

 

 

 

 

To the Honorable, the Common Council 

  of the City of Milwaukee 

 

Honorable Members of the Common Council: 

 

I am pleased to appoint Brian Burke, 2029 North 51
st
 Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

53208, to fill a vacant position on the Business Improvement District Board #16 (West 

North Avenue).  This appointment is pursuant to Section 66.1109 of the Wisconsin State 

Statutes and Common Council File 950718.  Mr. Burke’s term will commence upon 

taking of the oath of office. 

 

I trust this appointment will have the approval of your Honorable Body. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Tom Barrett 

Mayor 







NOTICES SENT TO FOR FILE : 101392 

 

NAME ADDRESS DATE NOTICE SENT 

Kim Montgomery Mayor’s office 4/20/11   

Brian Burke Bbb6@georgetown.edu x   

Marsha McNeil  marsham@ogdenre.com 

 

x   
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200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202City of Milwaukee

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 0101226

Status:Type: Appointment In Committee

File created: In control:1/19/2011 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

On agenda: Final action:

Effective date:

Title: Reappointment of Chris Hau to the Business Improvement District Board #16 (West North Avenue) by 
the Mayor. (4th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Indexes: APPOINTMENTS, BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 16

Attachments: Reappointment Letter, Attendance Record, Hearing Notice List

Action ByDate Action ResultVer. Tally

ASSIGNED TOCOMMON COUNCIL1/19/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

1/26/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

1/27/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

1/27/2011 0

HELD TO CALL OF THE CHAIRCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

1/31/2011 0 Pass 4:0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

Number
101226
Version
ORIGINAL
Reference

Sponsor
THE CHAIR
Title
Reappointment of Chris Hau to the Business Improvement District Board #16 (West North Avenue) by the 
Mayor. (4th Aldermanic District)
Drafter
Mayor
TB
1/19/11
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January 19, 2011 

 

 

 

To the Honorable, the Common Council 

  of the City of Milwaukee 

 

Honorable Members of the Common Council: 

 

I am pleased to reappoint  Chris Hau, Quorum Architects, Inc., 3112 West Highland 

Boulevard, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208, to the Business Improvement District Board 

#16 (West North Avenue).  This reappointment is pursuant to Section 66.1109 of the 

Wisconsin State Statutes and Common Council File No. 950718.  Mr. Hau’s term will 

commence upon taking of the oath of office. 

 

I trust this reappointment will have the approval of your Honorable Body. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tom Barrett 

Mayor 





NOTICES SENT TO FOR FILE: 101226 

 

NAME ADDRESS DATE NOTICE SENT 

Kim Montgomery Mayor’s office 4/20/11   

Marsha McNeil  marsham@ogdenre.com 

 

x   

Chris Hau Chris@quorumarchitecs.com 

 

x   
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200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202City of Milwaukee

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 0101497

Status:Type: Appointment In Committee

File created: In control:3/23/2011 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

On agenda: Final action:

Effective date:

Title: Appointment of Richard Zirbel to the Business Improvement District Board No. 35 (Kinnickinnic River) 
by the Mayor. (14th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Indexes: APPOINTMENTS, BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 35

Attachments: Appointment Letter, Biogarpahy Page, Hearing Notice List

Action ByDate Action ResultVer. Tally

ASSIGNED TOCOMMON COUNCIL3/23/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

Number
101497
Version
ORIGINAL
Reference

Sponsor
THE CHAIR
Title
Appointment of Richard Zirbel to the Business Improvement District Board No. 35 (Kinnickinnic River) by the 
Mayor. (14th Aldermanic District)
Drafter
Mayor
TB
3/23/11
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March 23, 2011 

 

 

 

To the Honorable, the Common Council 

  of the City of Milwaukee 

 

Honorable Members of the Common Council: 

 

I am pleased to make the following appointments to the Business Improvement District 

Board #35 (Kinnickinnic River): 

 

Jeff James (replacing John Klement) 

Horny Goat Brewing Company 

2011 South First Street 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207 

 

Richard C. Zirbel (replacing George Lubeley) 

Gillen Company 

218 West Becher Street 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53207 

 

These appointments are pursuant to Section 66.1109 of the Wisconsin State Statutes and 

Common Council File 060754 with operating plan attached.  Their terms will commence 

upon taking of the oath of office. 

 

I trust these appointments will have the approval of your Honorable Body. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tom Barrett 

Mayor 

 





NOTICES SENT TO FOR FILE :  101497 

 

 

NAME ADDRESS DATE NOTICE SENT 

Kim Montgomery Mayor’s Office 4/20/11   

David Ferron dferron@pdr-usa.net 

 

x   
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200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202City of Milwaukee

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 0101389

Status:Type: Appointment In Committee

File created: In control:3/1/2011 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

On agenda: Final action:

Effective date:

Title: Appointment of Joseph Weirick to the Business Improvement District Board #15 (Downtown 
Riverwalk) by the Mayor. (4th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Indexes: APPOINTMENTS, BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 15

Attachments: Appointment Letter, Resume, Hearing Notice List

Action ByDate Action ResultVer. Tally

ASSIGNED TOCOMMON COUNCIL3/1/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

3/4/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

Number
101389
Version
ORIGINAL
Reference

Sponsor
THE CHAIR
Title
Appointment of Joseph Weirick to the Business Improvement District Board #15 (Downtown Riverwalk) by 
the Mayor. (4th Aldermanic District)
Drafter
Mayor
TB
3/1/11
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March 1, 2011 

 

 

To the Honorable, the Common Council 

  of the City of Milwaukee 

 

Honorable Members of the Common Council: 

 

I am pleased to make the following appointments to the Business Improvement District 

Board #15 (Downtown Riverwalk): 

 

Joseph Weirick (replacing Kevin Kennedy) 

CRP Commercial Services 

310 West Wisconsin Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53203 

 

Lisa Tatro (replacing Paul Mathews) 

REIT Management & Research, LLC 

111 East Kilbourn Avenue – Suite 1800 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 

 

These appointments are pursuant to Section 66.1109 of the Wisconsin State Statues and 

Common Council File 931824.  The terms will commence upon taking of the oath of 

office. 

 

I trust these appointments will have the approval of your Honorable Body. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tom Barrett 

Mayor 





NOTICES SENT TO FOR FILE: 101389 

 

NAME ADDRESS DATE NOTICE SENT 

Kim Montgomery Mayor’s Office 7/15/10   

jweirick@crpcommercial.com  x   

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 



200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202City of Milwaukee

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 0101388

Status:Type: Appointment In Committee

File created: In control:3/1/2011 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

On agenda: Final action:

Effective date:

Title: Reappointment of Debra Usinger to the Business Improvement District Board #15 (Downtown 
Riverwalk) by the Mayor. (4th Aldermanic District)

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Indexes: APPOINTMENTS, BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 15

Attachments: Reappointment Letter, Bio Page, Attendance Record

Action ByDate Action ResultVer. Tally

ASSIGNED TOCOMMON COUNCIL3/1/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/21/2011 0

Number
101388
Version
ORIGINAL
Reference

Sponsor
THE CHAIR
Title
Reappointment of Debra Usinger to the Business Improvement District Board #15 (Downtown Riverwalk) by 
the Mayor. (4th Aldermanic District)
Drafter
Mayor
TB
3/1/11
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March 1, 2011 

 

 

 

 

To the Honorable, the Common Council 

  of the City of Milwaukee 

 

Honorable Members of the Common Council: 

 

I am pleased to reappoint Debra Usinger, Fred Usinger, Inc., 1030 North Old World 

Third Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53203, to the Business Improvement District Board 

#15 (Downtown Riverwalk).  This reappointment is pursuant to Section 66.1109 of the 

Wisconsin State Statutes and Common Council File 931824.  Ms. Usinger’s term will 

commence upon taking of the oath of office. 

 

I trust this reappointment will have the approval of your Honorable Body. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tom Barrett 

Mayor 









200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202City of Milwaukee

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 0101546

Status:Type: Resolution In Committee

File created: In control:4/12/2011 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

On agenda: Final action:

Effective date:

Title: Resolution authorizing expenditures related to Accessibility Improvements to the downtown Riverwalk 
system.

Sponsors: THE CHAIR

Indexes: AGREEMENTS, BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 15, RIVERWALKS

Attachments: Fiscal Impact Statement.pdf, Hearing Notice LIst

Action ByDate Action ResultVer. Tally

ASSIGNED TOCOMMON COUNCIL4/12/2011 0

HEARING NOTICES SENTCOMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

4/20/2011 0

Number
101546
Version
ORIGINAL
Reference
051694
Sponsor
THE CHAIR
Title
Resolution authorizing expenditures related to Accessibility Improvements to the downtown 
Riverwalk system.
Analysis
Common Council File No. 051694, adopted on May 9, 2006, approved a Settlement Agreement 
between the United States of America, the City of Milwaukee (“City”) and Business 
Improvement District (“BID”) No. 15 relating to a complaint filed under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. Per the Agreement, the City and BID No. 15 must improve nine (9) 
segments of Riverwalk in the downtown portion of the system to meet current ADA 
standards. The established budget for the project is $4,797,473, which is funded 
initially by the City with 22 percent of such amount to be repaid to the City by BID No. 
15.
Body
Whereas, The City of Milwaukee (“City”) and Business Improvement District (“BID”) No. 15 
entered into a Riverwalk Development Agreement (“Agreement”) for the district dated May 
23, 1994; and

Whereas, The Agreement established the standards, rules and procedures for construction 
of the downtown Riverwalk; and

Whereas, The Agreement has been amended 14 times; and

Whereas, The City and BID No. 15 previously approved a funding plan for these 
Accessibility Improvements based upon an initial estimated cost for the project of 
$1,500,000; and
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File #: 101546, Version: 0

Whereas, The current budget for the anticipated Accessibility Improvements indicated a 
cost of up to $4,797,473; and

Whereas, BID No. 15 has agreed to contribute toward the cost of the Accessibility 
Improvements in an amount equal to the 22 percent standard used throughout the Riverwalk 
development program; and

Whereas, The share for BID No. 15 is estimated to be $910,714, which will be paid back to 
the City by the BID under the terms and conditions of the original Agreement; and

Whereas, The Common Council of the City of Milwaukee (“Common Council”) authorized the 
expenditure of an additional $724,000 for payment of the City’s share of Accessibility 
Improvements constructed in 2009; and

Whereas, The Common Council authorized the expenditure of an additional $1,167,970 for 
payment of the City’s share of Accessibility Improvements constructed in 2010; now, 
therefore, be it

Resolved, By the Common Council of the City of Milwaukee, that the City Comptroller is 
directed to transfer the sum of $1,560,257 from the ADA Riverwalk Construction Parent 
Account No. 9990-UR047110000 to the ADA Riverwalk Construction Project Account No. 1910-
UR047110000, representing the amount appropriated in the 2011 Budget for payment of the 
City’s share of Accessibility Improvements to be constructed in 2011 and 2012; and, be it

Further Resolved, That the City Comptroller, in conjunction with the Commissioner of City 
Development, is directed to establish any and all appropriate subaccounts in accord with 
generally accepted accounting practices and City guidelines necessary to implement the 
intent of this resolution and maintain proper fiscal control; and, be it

Further Resolved, That any expenditure for Accessibility Improvements beyond the 
$1,560,257 is subject to appropriation in the future by the Common Council; and, be it

Further Resolved, That the City Clerk is directed to forward a certified copy of this 
resolution to the Commissioners of City Development and Public Works and to the City 
Comptroller; and, be it

Further Resolved, That all City officials, departments, boards and commissions are 
directed to provide all such assistance to carry out the intent and purposes of this 
resolution.
Drafter
DCD:AER:aer
04/12/11/A
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City of Milwaukee Fiscal Impact Statement 
 

A 

Date 4/12/2011  File Number           Original    Substitute  

Subject Resolution authorizing expenditures related to Accessibility Improvements to the downtown Riverwalk 
system.      

 

  

B Submitted By (Name/Title/Dept./Ext.) Rocky Marcoux, Commissioner, DCD  

  

C 

This File    Increases or decreases previously authorized expenditures. 

    Suspends expenditure authority. 

    Increases or decreases city services. 

    Authorizes a department to administer a program affecting the city’s fiscal liability. 

    Increases or decreases revenue. 

    Requests an amendment to the salary or positions ordinance. 

    Authorizes borrowing and related debt service. 

    Authorizes contingent borrowing (authority only). 

    Authorizes the expenditure of funds not authorized in adopted City Budget. 

  

D 

Charge To    Department Account    Contingent Fund 

    Capital Projects Fund    Special Purpose Accounts 

    Debt Service    Grant & Aid Accounts 

    Other (Specify)        

  

E 

Purpose Specify Type/Use Expenditure Revenue 

Salaries/Wages       $0.00 $0.00 

       $0.00 $0.00 

Supplies/Materials       $0.00 $0.00 

       $0.00 $0.00 

Equipment       $0.00 $0.00 

       $0.00 $0.00 

Services       $0.00 $0.00 

       $0.00 $0.00 

Other 
Downtown Riverwalk ADA 
Accessibility Improvments $1,560,257.00 $0.00 

       $0.00 $0.00 

TOTALS  $1,560,257.00 $   0.00 

 
 
 
 



 

F Assumptions used in arriving at fiscal estimate. Project cost estimates received from vendors  

  

G 

For expenditures and revenues which will occur on an annual basis over several years check the appropriate box 
below and then list each item and dollar amount separately. 

   1-3 Years    3-5 Years         

   1-3 Years    3-5 Years         

   1-3 Years    3-5 Years         

  

H List any costs not included in Sections D and E above.        

  

I Additional information.        

  

J This Note    Was requested by committee chair.  
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Number
101375
Version
SUBSTITUTE 1
Reference

Sponsor
ALD. ZIELINSKI, BAUMAN
Title
Substitute resolution appropriating $250,000 from the Development Fund to Sweet Water Organics 
for economic development purposes, in the 14th Aldermanic District.
Analysis
This resolution authorizes the expenditure of $250,000 from the Development Fund in the form of a 
forgivable loan to Sweet Water Organics to assist in a “Milwaukee Grow Zone” development project. 
Body
Whereas, The 2011 Capital Budget for the City of Milwaukee provides for the Development Fund; 
and 
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File #: 101375, Version: 1

Whereas, The City has an ongoing commitment to job retention and creation; and 

Whereas, Sweet Water Organics is an urban farm that has re-purposed an unused industrial building 
in Milwaukee’s Bay View neighborhood; and

Whereas, Sweet Water Organics uses an aquaponics system to currently provide over 8,000 fresh 
fish filets and grow over 4,000 vegetables to over 20 local restaurants, markets, wholesalers and 
local residents with businesses expressing interest in increasing current orders; and 

Whereas, Sweet Water Organics is a model for adaptive building re-use, community-based 
sustainable agriculture production and freshwater use, and local job creation; and   

Whereas, Sweet Water Organics is now embarking on the “Milwaukee Grow Zone” project, which will 
include:

Stage 1 - Construction and operation of an outdoor growing system that will increase fish and 
vegetable production by 400% and is expected to create 10 full-time-equivalent jobs by December 
2011.  

Stage 2 - Redevelopment of at least one additional property in the Bay View neighborhood to 
replicate Sweet Water Organics’ community-based, sustainable agriculture production model in 
collaboration with at least one other sustainable food/energy-focused business, with the anticipated 
creation of 75 full-time-equivalent positions by July, 2014.  This new development will be a multi-
business “green industry park”.

; and  

Whereas, Jobs created through the Milwaukee Green Zone project will stay in Milwaukee, encourage 
workers to reside within Milwaukee city limits and be accessible career opportunities for entry-level 
“middle-skills” workers; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, By the Common Council of the City of Milwaukee, that the City Comptroller is directed to 
transfer $250,000 from the Development Fund Parent Account to the Sweet Water Organics Project 
to fund a $250,000 forgivable loan to Sweet Water Organics for the “Milwaukee Grow Zone” 
development project; and, be it 

Further Resolved, That the Commissioner of City Development and the City Attorney are directed to 
negotiate, draft and execute a loan agreement with Sweet Water Organics. 

Requestor

Drafter
LRB125818-2
Amy E. Hefter
3/30/2011
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TERM SHEET 
 

Sweet Water Organics, Inc. 
April 19, 2011 

 
 
*Borrower:  Sweet Water Organics, Inc. 
 
*Lender: City of Milwaukee 
 
*Loan Amount:  $250,000 
 
*Use of Funds:  Expand the current Sweet Water facility located at 2151 S. Robinson with the intention 
of increasing fish, plant and compost production capacity. This expansion will create additional jobs, 
both in the Sweet Water facility as well as jobs associated with the existing and potential purveyors of 
Sweet Water’s goods throughout the marketplace.   
 
*Interest Rate:  5% 
 
*Term:  4 years 
 
*Principal Amortization:   $62,500 per year 
 
*Payments:  Annual payments of the principal and accrued interest. 
 
*Loan Forgiveness:  Annual payment of principal and accrued interest shall be forgiven for the year if the 
Borrower strives to achieve and maintains employment levels as follows: 
 
December 31, 2011: 10 positions 
December 31, 2012: 21 positions 
December 31, 2013: 35 positions 
December 31, 2014: 45 positions 
 
*Loan Approval:  Loan is subject to approval by the Common Council of the City of Milwaukee.  Source 
of funds is the City’s Development Fund Account No.  9990-UR03311000A. 



 
 
April 21st, 2011
 

SWEET WATER ORGANICS  MILWAUKEE GROW ZONE PROJECT
 
Preamble:
Sweet Water Organics was designed to benefit from, and help reverse, a confluence of local, national, 
and global trends.
 
*) Most agricultural jobs exist outside of urban areas. SWO seeks to reverse that by creating jobs in an 
urban setting, and additionally by providing comprehensive training for others so that they can go on and 
do the same.  
 
*) Most food production worldwide is heavily petroleum dependent. Fertilizers are primarily petroleum 
based, and transportation costs are heavily dependent on petroleum. As petroleum prices head towards 
$200 a barrel, SWO seeks to grow organic food without fertilizer, meant to be delivered locally & 
regionally, thus reducing petroleum dependence two ways.
 
*) Oceans and Lakes are being over-fished, and pollution is a growing problem. Indeed, Lake Michigan 
halted the commercial fishing of Yellow Perch in 1996, and is unlikely to resume it.
 
*) The Great Lakes Region of the US accounts for 30% of US population, yet produces only 2% of 
its seafood production. The Great Lakes Region is a net importer of over 1 billion pounds of seafood 
annually. SWO is partnering with local educational & science entities to grow high quality fish, including 
Yellow Perch, using state-of-the-art aquaponics systems. SWO is doing this indoors, in an urban 
environment to meet demand, and reduce dependence on imports. The demand for locally grown, high 
quality fish within 5 hours of the Great Lakes is virtually unlimited.
 
*) As recent events in Japan, and elsewhere, help highlight, the issue of food safety, and food security 
continue to grow globally, putting huge upward pressure on food prices locally, and worldwide. Once 
again, SWO is positioned to help reverse that trend, profit from it, and create Milwaukee jobs as a result.
SWO uses clean water, and fish byproducts, to also grow high quality organic vegetables and produce 
with a minimum of space, in an urban setting, creating urban jobs. As consumer awareness of the 
importance of fresh, healthy food increases, so does the demand at local restaurants, Supermarkets, and 
wholesalers. Again, SWO is stepping in to supply the increasing demand, increase awareness of healthy, 
sustainable alternatives to  mass-produced food from foreign countries.
 
*) At a recent major international conference it was concluded that if current trends continue, the world will 
have to produce as much food in the next 40 years, as it has in the last 8,000 years.
 
*) Quite simply, SWO has always faced a situation where the demand for their products far outstrips 
their ability to produce it. They face no challenges in terms of selling, or marketing their fish or produce. 
Funding for additional production capacity, will drastically increase their production, which will instantly 
be absorbed by the market, which will translate to greatly enhanced revenue generation, and thus, higher 
urban job creation.
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OVERVIEW
Sweet Water Organics (SWO) seeks to build on Milwaukee's growing reputation as an international 
leader in community-based, sustainable agriculture production by continuing to improve and expand 
it’s existing facility in the Bay View neighborhood.  The Milwaukee Grown Zone (MGZ) project will 
dramatically boost production at the current SWO site through the construction of outdoor green houses, 
completion of a 1 acre outdoor commercial composting structure, construction of a 1200 sq ft sprout 
production room, and construction of additional commercial scale  fish tanks.  This expanded and re-
engineered  model site will serve as a stepping stone toward the development of state of the art urban, 
green agricultural  practices that can be applied to future projects in Milwaukee.  This will allow SWO 
to continue to develop and grow the sustainable organic agriculture industry in Milwaukee. Additionally, 
SWO will simultaneously continue to develop and implement  training and certification programs leading 
to job opportunities in the urban ag/aquaponics industry.
  
The Milwaukee Grow Zone is designed to result in:
  

● Fish production is anticipated to rise to 150,000 filet's by 2012, and 220,000 by 2013. An increase 
from approximately 105,000 for 2011. Vegetable production is estimated to rise from 96,000 
plants in 2011, to 165,000 for 2012, and 261,000 for 2013. Sprout production is anticipated to rise 
from a current nominal number to 500 trays a week by year end, 1000 trays a week by 2012, and 
1300 trays a week by 2013. Outdoor commercial grade compost production will rise from zero, to 
8 tons per month by year end, and for 2012, and to 11 tons per month by 2013. 

● This will lead to the creation of 10 FTE jobs by year end 2011, and 15 by year end 2012.
● An innovative, on-site training model will also be developed to incorporate on-to-one mentoring, 

integration of a broad set of technical skills and knowledge, and an aquaponics credential 
program.

● A series of 4 annual international workshops will also be implemented, as will and expanded 
program of educational tours for the numerous interested parties from all over the world.

  
Additional benefits of the Milwaukee Grow Zone Include:
  

● Increased food security, and quality, for the Milwaukee metro area with a yield of thousands of 
additional pounds of wholesome foods: yellow perch, lettuce, tomatoes, green peppers, sprouts, 
herbs, among others.

● Economic benefits from out-of-state and international visitors who come to learn about the SWO 
model and, during their visit, patronize Milwaukee's hotels, restaurants, and tourism sites.

● Re-purposing of an abandoned factory to a neighborhood-friendly industry that generates little 
noise, efficiently utilizes natural resources, and has a beneficial effect on the environment.

● Partnerships with the local Universities and schools that offer opportunities for learning and 
innovation to prepare future generations for more sustainable, productive living.

 
COMMUNITY NEED, MARKET DEMAND & INTERNATIONAL INTEREST
Through the implementation of the Milwaukee Grow Zone Project, SWO will create a pathway for 
local "green industry" growth that will provide much-needed jobs, attract related businesses and 
foundations to invest, and support community development.  Jobs created through the MGZ will be 
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sustainable since they are based on a strong local demand for organic food products.  SWO currently 
provides substantial quantities of fresh fish and organic vegetables and sprouts to more than 20 local 
restaurants, markets, and wholesalers in 2011. Our current accounts have expressed interest in more 
then tripling their current orders, while other vendors, who are not current customers, have expressed 
the desire to purchase from us when additional capacity comes online.  The jobs created through the 
MGZ will stay in Milwaukee for the long term, encourage families to reside in city limits, and be accessible 
career opportunities for entry-level "middle class" workers.  SWO will build on its name that has been 
promoted by NBC Nightly News, the Wall Street, Journal, New York Times, and other news outlets by 
continuing to attract visitors, businesses, and foundations from throughout the nation and world. It also 
will build on the support it receives from IBM as a result of winning the Smarter Cities Challenge Grant. 
Additionally, it will continue to expand it’s synergistic working relationships with the Great Lakes Water 
Institute, MSOE, MTEC, and other Milwaukee educational and scientific entities. SWO has hosted in the 
past three months alone, leaders from businesses, non-profits, government, and universities from over 20 
states and 8 countries.  With the completion of the SWO phase #1 we will be able to attract more people 
to Milwaukee growing the Green Industry locally, and continue to promote Milwaukee as the leader in 
urban agriculture on a global level.
  
MGZ PROJECT TIMELINE
Stage One of the Milwaukee Grow Zone project will support the completion of an on-site outdoor, 
commercial grade composting facility, a 1200 sq ft sprout production room, and the expansion of the 
outdoor portion of the existing facility, which includes over 5,000 sq feet of green houses and at least 
3 new commercial grade fish tanks.  This stage will be initiated in May 2011, and will be completed 
by year end.  Jobs to be created will include: laborers, engineers, a biologist, a horticulture position, 
a water chemist, fish specialist, etc. in the construction and upkeep of the new outdoor and indoor 3-
4 season production areas.  Construction of the composting site, sprout room, and outdoor expansion 
will be completed by December 2011, and result in dramatically  increased crop yield across all areas of 
production. This includes new varieties of crops (tomatoes, peppers, and cucumbers), and the piloting of 
a vertical growth approach that will enable more efficient use of space.
  
By the end of the first stage of the MGZ project, the model SWO production and training site will be 
completed, enabling a consistent, year- round yield to start to further meet the demand of local buyers 
and demonstrating the model's viability for replication and broader investment. Simultaneously, we are, 
and will be in continuous talks with other potential investors, business partners, and strategic alliance 
partners about further expansion, and thus job creation in the Milwaukee area. It is difficult to predict the 
outcome of such talks until they are finalized, but given the number of organizations that have already 
been in contact with us, it is likely to happen soon, and be substantial. 
  
INNOVATIVE TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT
The Milwaukee Grow Zone will support workers in developing a broad set of technical skills and 
knowledge in a fast-growing , 21st century industry.  While effective management of aquaponics systems 
requires proficiency in a diverse set of scientific disciplines (water chemistry, fish science, and plant 
biology, etc.), the SWO model provides entry-level workers with the opportunity to participate in each step 
of the food production process.  Through one-to-one mentoring and hands-on learning experiences within 
this process, SWO workers will gain and increasingly advanced set of technical skills and knowledge.
  
As workers develop their skills expertise and production capacity is expanding, new positions will likely 
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be created both within SWO ad related "spin-off" industries, enabling a career ladder of opportunities for 
participating workers. SWO will also offer an aquaponics credential program and professional learning 
community, in coordination with area educational institutions, to support workers and other interested 
community learners in developing urban agriculture expertise and sharing innovations.  SWO is also in 
conversation with MTEC looking at certification programs in urban agriculture/aquaponics.
  
HIGH LEVERAGED INVESTMENT FOR LONG TERM ECONOMIC IMPACT
In addition to the creation of, what we believe to be, 45 direct and indirect jobs locally and the long-
lasting worker skills development, re-purposing of unused city property, and increasing property tax 
revenue,  the Milwaukee Grow Zone will leverage city investment of $250,000 through the attraction of 
new ideas, dollars, foundations, businesses, and residents who want to be part of Milwaukee's green 
industry movement.  A recently announced example of this is IBM's selection of SWO to be provided 
$400,000 worth of in-kind to consultative and scientific expertise towards promoting sustainable systems 
innovations.  With the city of Milwaukee support, Sweet Water Organics will be able to demonstrate 
the full potential of its model and continue to attract interest, millions of dollars of investment, and 
intellectual resources,  from businesses, educational and scientific entities, and foundations, that will 
support Milwaukee's emergence as the leader in the fast-growing green industries of food production and 
freshwater use.
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NOTICES SENT TO FOR FILE: 101375 

 

NAME ADDRESS DATE NOTICE SENT 

Ald. Zielinski CC CC  3/29/11 4/20/11  

Amy Hefter LRB x x  

Martha Brown DCD x x  

Josh Fraundorf Josh.fraundorf@gmail.com 3/30/11 x  
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..Number 
101375 
..Version 
PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE  
..Reference 
 
..Sponsor 
ALD. ZIELINSKI AND BAUMAN 
..Title 
Substitute resolution appropriating $250,000 from the Development Fund to Sweet 
Water Organics for economic development purposes, in the 14th Aldermanic District. 
..Analysis 
This resolution authorizes the expenditure of $250,000 from the Development Fund in 
the form of a forgivable loan to Sweet Water Organics to assist in a “Milwaukee Grow 
Zone” development project.  
..Body 
Whereas, The 2011 Capital Budget for the City of Milwaukee provides for the 
Development Fund; and  
 
Whereas, The City has an ongoing commitment to job retention and creation; and  
 
Whereas, Sweet Water Organics is an urban farm that has re-purposed an unused 
industrial building in Milwaukee’s Bay View neighborhood; and 
 
Whereas, Virtually all of the product grown and raised at Sweetwater and sold to city 
vendors such as Empire Fish, La Marenda, and many others, creates a 2.75 economic 
multiplier factor in the work force; and  
 
Whereas,  Future production would meet additional demand requested by such vendors 
as Roundy’s, Metcalfe/Sentry  and SURG Restaurant Group; and 
 
Whereas, These products are sold to retail outlets where they generate additional jobs 
and tax revenue and are making the city a recognized worldwide leader in the 
aquaponics  industry as Sweetwater’s numerous appearances in the national and 
international media attest; and 
 
Whereas, Sweetwater was one of 24 winners of the IBM Smaller Cities Challenge 
Grant, chosen from over 200 cities in 40 countries world-wide attesting to the power of 
its business concepts to attract global attention; and 
 
Whereas, Numerous Milwaukee companies, foundations and educational entities (Great 
Lakes Water Institute, UWM, and MSOE, for example)  are working with Sweetwater to 
expand its capacity and to assist it in patenting and licensing its products and operating 
trade secrets; and 
 



Whereas, Sweet Water Organics has provided the yellow perch that was served at a 
fundraiser dinner for President Obama and his guests on April 14, 2011, at mk 
Restaurant in Chicago; and   
 
Whereas, Sweetwater and its foundation currently provides opportunities for minority 
members in the community to learn life-long skills, trades and technology applications 
and apply them to careers at Sweetwater and other food producers in the city; and 
 
Whereas, Sweetwater is committed to hiring as many as 20% of those trained minority 
members to full-time positions as they become available; and 
 
Whereas, Sweetwater currently utilizes over 600 hours of minority member labor a 
month, estimated to rise to 1,400 hours monthly within 2 years, to assist in its operation, 
many of whom will go on to hone their skills and obtain well paying jobs at all levels 
within the market place; and 
 
Whereas, A loan would provide Sweetwater an opportunity to greatly enhance its 
production volume, meet additional local and regional demand, as well as furthering its 
cutting edge food production ideas, while providing the highest quality, fresh food to 
Milwaukee, reducing the use of petroleum in food production, and providing a growing 
number of urban jobs; and 
 
Whereas, Management and staff of Sweetwater have consistently demonstrated a total 
commitment to growing their business within the City of Milwaukee and raising and 
investing the capital necessary  to achieve success and profitability on its operating 
side, while at the same time utilizing its foundation to make significant contributions to 
individuals of all backgrounds within the city; and 
 
Whereas, This combination of commitment offers Milwaukee huge potential for 
economic growth, job development, national and international recognition; and 
 
Whereas, Jobs created through the Milwaukee Green Zone project will stay in 
Milwaukee, encourage workers to reside within Milwaukee city limits and be accessible 
career opportunities for entry-level “middle-skills” workers; now, therefore, be it 
 
Resolved, By the Common Council of the City of Milwaukee, that the City Comptroller is 
directed to transfer $250,000 from the Development Fund Parent Account to the Sweet 
Water Organics Project to fund a $250,000 forgivable loan to Sweet Water Organics for 
the “Milwaukee Grow Zone” development project; and, be it  
 
Further Resolved, That the Commissioner of City Development and the City Attorney 
are directed to negotiate, draft and execute a loan agreement with Sweet Water 
Organics on behalf of the City of Milwaukee.  
 
..Requestor 
 



..Drafter 
LRB125818-3 
Amy E. Hefter 
4/19/2011 
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