
  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
April 16, 2007 

 
 

To the Honorable Common Council 
Of the City of Milwaukee 
Room 205 – City Hall 

 
Re: Resolution relating to the claim of Michael Balistriere  

 C.I. File No. 06-L-65 
 
Dear Council Members: 

 
We return the enclosed document which has been filed with the City Clerk and ask that it 

be introduced and referred to the Committee on Judiciary & Legislation with the 
following recommendation. 
 

Claimant, Michael Balistriere, 1512 North 65th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53213 alleges that 
a water main leak eroded soils causing a Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 

sewer pipe to settle and crush the sanitary sewer lateral to his property located at 5018 
West State Street.  He claims damages in the amount of $16, 960.00.  
 

Our investigation reveals that this claim was filed on August 21, 2006.  The damage to 
the lateral was discovered on January 3, 2006.  Wisconsin Statute §893.80 (1) (a) requires 

that a claim must be filed within 120 days after the happening of the event giving rise to 
the claim.  This claim was not filed timely.  In addition, the Milwaukee Water Works 
records indicate that on January 3, 2006 they received a report to check for a possible 

leak in a contractor’s ditch near the location of North 50th Place and West State Street.  A 
distribution crew responded that same day and subsequently repaired the water main.   
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Prior to this complaint, the Milwaukee Water Works had no notice of this problem and 
because of this lack of notice the City would not be liable.  Therefore, we recommend 

that this claim be denied. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 
 

 
GRANT F. LANGLEY 

City Attorney 
 
 

 
MICHAEL G. TOBIN 

Assistant City Attorney 
 
MGT:beg 
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