
CITY OF MILWAUKEE  
SNOW AND ICE CONTROL  
SEASON DEBRIEF 



Milwaukee 

 
 
 96 square Miles 
 1,472 miles of street 
 7,000 lane miles 

 



Mission 

 Rapid calculated response to  
   snow and ice control events 
 Bare pavement arterial streets 
 Safe and passable residential streets 
Keeping the city open for business and 

safe to travel 

 



Arterial and Residential 





Equipment 

DPW Equipment 
 6 brine trucks for anti-icing 
 107 salt trucks 

 18 for bridge runs 

 121 garbage trucks  
     with plows 

 

 



Training 



Planning 



Chaotic Science 

 
 Multiple weather sources 
 Lake enhancement 

 



Salt 

 9 storage facilities 
 42,500 tons storage 

capacity 
 

Treated (Green) Salt- 
Pavement temperature 15°↓ 
 

 



Brine 

2017-2018 Gallons used - 277,270 

 









  



Operations Totals 

 
Average snowfall - 47” 
 

 2016-17 - 37.6” 
 2017-18 – 46.7” 

 
Average Salt Use – 55,000 tons 
 

2017-18 Used 
 

 Rock Salt- 44,172 tons  
 

 Treated Salt- 7,871 tons 
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Communication 

 Updates to Electeds 
 Website 
 E-Notify 
 Press 

 



DPW Snow Operation-  
Alternate Side Parking 

 Exception Streets 
 DPW Operation vs. 

Snow Emergency 
 Compliance 
 MPS Lots 



Vehicles 





9:09AM 

10:59AM 

Time, Temperature, and Traffic 



  



Continuous Process Improvement 



American Public Works Association (APWA)  
Excellence in Snow and Ice Control 



Dedicated to the DPW employees 
who are available at a moment’s 

notice to work long hours to keep the 
City open for business and  

roads safe to travel. 
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